ADOPTED – JANUARY 22, 2019

AGENDA ITEM NO. 26

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING JEFF GEHL

RESOLUTION # 19 – 021

WHEREAS, Jeff Gehl began his employment with the Ingham County Parks Department in 1987; and  

WHEREAS, Jeff has been instrumental for the Ingham County Parks’ development; and 

WHEREAS, throughout his career he was responsible the operation of Burchfield County Park, including water front safety, grounds maintenance, building and equipment repairs and upkeep, department-operated rental services, supervising seasonal and full-time park employees, and other duties; and

WHEREAS, during his career Jeff was professional, dedicated, knowledgeable and loyal to the Parks Department mission to provide quality outdoor recreation opportunities and facilities for all segments of our population and to enhance the quality of life for park visitors and county residents through active citizen involvement, planned acquisition, preservation, and professional management of park lands; and

WHEREAS, Jeff formed a valuable partnership with the local disc golf community, which was integral in the planning and construction of two world class disc golf courses at Burchfield County Park. In September of 2018, the two courses received national attention when Burchfield County Park hosted the U.S. Women’s Disc Golf Championship. This is directly attributed to the quality of design and level of maintenance dedicated to the courses; and

WHEREAS, over the course of his career he worked closely with the Mid-Michigan Mountain Biking Association to help develop, promote, and maintain over 10 miles of advanced mountain biking trails. This collaboration also helped create a long-term; self-sustaining volunteer group that donates countless hours to assist with the inspection and maintenance of the biking trails; and

WHEREAS, Jeff recognized the increasing popularity of canoeing and kayaking in the Grand River. He helped improve and expand the recreational opportunity at Burchfield County Park with additional equipment, changes in service hours, and placing the highest priority on safety, by performing frequent waterway maintenance, removing river debris and blockages; and

WHEREAS, Jeff’s park management efforts have contributed significantly to the Parks Department’s ability to provide exceptional service to the citizens of Ingham County and his level of commitment to the Ingham County Parks sets a positive example for others to follow; and

WHEREAS, Jeff’s commitment to high work quality and a sense of ownership has proven to be a great asset to the County Parks Department and Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, his commitment to the Parks Department leaves an invaluable legacy of 1,200 acres of park land for the citizens of Ingham County to enjoy far into the future.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners, by adoption of this resolution honors Jeff Gehl for his outstanding quality of work, his commitment to provide a superior park system for the citizens of Ingham County, and extends its sincere appreciation for his countless contributions, and the lasting, positive impact he made during his years of dedicated service to the Ingham County Parks Department.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners extends to Jeff Gehl its best wishes for continued success in all his future endeavors.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Trubac, Sebolt, Morgan, Slaughter, Stivers, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/14/2019

